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To Friends in their several Quarterly 
and Monthly Meetings. 



Dear Friends, 

In a degree of that love which is the ground 
and cement of true religious fellowship, and in 
a belief that the present state of our Society, may 
derive advantage from a close examination of the 
fundamental principle of Christian Discipline, I 
submit to your consideration the following re- 
marks, with sincere desires that they may obtain, 
on your part, that attention which is proportion- 
ed to the importance of the subject. 

The weighty duties which belong to Quarterly 
and Monthly Meetings, have, for some years, 
been the frequent subject of my reflections, and 
a desire has been excited in me, not to hold back 
any thing that may contribute, in however small 
a degree, to promote the general good of the body. 

To Monthly Meetings is assigned the executive 
department of our Discipline — a momentous 
trust ! the very existence of our Society in a state 
of respectability and efficiency, depending almost 
entirely on the right conducting of Vta«&^&»fe\f 
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ings; whilst upon Quarterly Meetings devolves 
a highly responsible superintendence of all the 
Monthly Meetings which constitute them. Of 
what importance then is it, that in these Meet- 
ings, the principle of Christian Discipline should 
be well understood, and closely adhered to ! I 
mean, not a mere adherence to the letter of out- 
ward rules, good in themselves, but a dwelling 
with and under the influence of that Divine power, 
which ought to be the crown of our assemblies. 
To these Meetings, then, thus united, we may 
look for the support of that Discipline, which in 
Divine wisdom has been established amongst us ; 
and which, if rightly maintained, would very 
much conduce to preserve the body upon the one 
sure foundation, perhaps oven more than any 
other circumstance. This foundation standeth 
sure. It is no other than the immutable Rock 
of Ages — Christ Jesus in his spiritual appearance 
— the revelation of his Name or Power in and 
amongst us, individually and collectively. 

To this Name, which, under every dispensa- 
tion, has been the sure refuge of the righteous, 
and which still continues to bo their only preser- 
vation, I very tenderly and affectionately recom- 
mend you, and am 

Your friend and brother, 

Joseph Tatham. 
Leeds, 

Camp-Lane Court, 
lOtk Mo. IS24. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

Such is the propensity of human nature to deviate 
from a right course, that, without a frequent recur- 
rence to first principles, there is a danger of Societie 
as well as individuals, losing their settlement o "' 
foundation upon which they were originally estab- 
lished. From this consideration, the Author of t 
following remarks has been led to entertain a fear, 
lest the disposition prevalent in many persons t 
tempt to set aside the necessity of Divine nBsistance 
in conducting the Discipline of the Ohureh, sli 
increase, and eventually lead us, as a Society, 
the true foundation of our religious profe ss ion. 
lias induced him to endeavour, in the spirit of . 
to convince the judgments of those who may enter- 
tain this sentiment, and thereby to check, if possible, 
this evil ; — an evil which appears to him to 
much of presumption — to he highly offensive 
Divine Being — and likely to draw down bis displea- 
sure on our favoured Society. 

As these remarks are designed only fur the mem- 
bers of our own Society, it may seem the less 
sary to observe, that the Author by no means wisht 
to depreciate human abilities, either natural ( 
quired. These are highly valuable in their plat 
and may bo eminently useful in the (Jhurch, in ■ 
rious degrees, when they are sanctified by Divine 
Grace, and under the influence of the Holy Spirit. 
All that he insists upon, is, that unless they are thus 
sanctified, and act in subservience to this Spirit, it 
cannot be expected that they will avail toward* ^*n- 
moting the kingdom of God. 
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This kingdom, we are assured, is wit/tin — of u 
spiritual nature — and consists in " righteousness, and 
peace, and joy, in the Holy Ghost;" Rom. xiv. 17. 
a state of mind in which the Spirit of Christ rules 
and reigns. If the establishment of this kingdom in 
the heart, is essentially requisite for all, in order that 
the greatpurpose of their being may be accomplished, 
bow peculiarly so must it be for those who undertake 
to build up the Church of God, and thereby to pro- 
mote the establishment of his kingdom in the hearts 
of others I 

Many amongst us, it is to be feared, are lamenta> 
lily insensible of their in ml ttkiuncy of themselves for 
this work ; and therefore they feel not the necessity 
of waiting for the influence of that power which 
alone can qualify them for such service. It was this 
power, however, which wrought so effectually in 
many of our predecessors, and strengthened them to 
bear such a fight of afflictions, and to contend so 
valiantly " for the faith once delivered to the saints." 
Jude i. a 

The object of the present little work, is by no 
means to discourage any friends from attending 
meetings for Discipline, but tite contrary. And as 
the right support of these meetings, and the part we 
take in them, arc matters of great importance to 
ourselves and to the Society, the Author is solicitous 
to put Friends upon a careful examination bow far 
they are active in them, so as to promote their own 
best interests, and the interest of the cause they 
profess to serve. For want of attending to the im- 
portant business of Meetings fur Discipline in a pro- 
per spirit, anil with a suitable preparation of heart, 
many, it is to he feared, really injure themselves, and 
the cause they nro desirous to forward. The design 
of the following observations, is, if possible, to pre- 
vent to unhappy an effect; and if they shall conduce, 
in any degree, to this salutary purpose, the Author 
will think himself mnply repaid for his labour. 
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" God is a Spirit :". John iv. 24. and c 
on with Him can he enjoyed only through a s 
ritual medium. For this purpose, in the r 
of his goodness towards poor fallen man, He h 
furnished every individual with a measure of h 
own pure Spirit ; — that " unspeakable gift," 
Cor. is. 15. purchased for us by the sufferiu 
and death of his beloved Son. Through the e 
lightening, purifying efficacy of this Divini 
ciple of Life, man is mercifully put into a cap;: 
city to sec and feel his lost condition by nature, 
and to regain that purity and holiness, fi 
which by disobedience our first parents 
For this Spirit, as it is cordially united w 
qualifies him to contend successfully with 
principle of evil in his own heart, and event ui 
enables him to be more than conqueror, 
strong man armed that had occupied the hoi 
is cast out, and his goods arc spoiled : a complet 
change takes place iu his heart ; the affection* 
are transferred from earth to heaven; and t 
pure Seed of the kingdom, heftrcc cy^\w 
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buried, as it were, under the load of Bin, gains 
the ascendancy. 

In the progress of this work, the heart becomes 
the scone of many a conflict between these two 
powers, the evil nature often striving to regain 
the superiority ; but, as a holy confidence in the 
measure of Light and Grace afforded, is main- 
tained, and a steady adherence to it preserved, 
the progress of the soul will be sure, and its ef- 
forts ultimately crowned with succes. Thus 
emancipated from this greater than Egyptian 
bondage, man is enabled to rejoice in "the glo- 
rious liberty of the children of God." Rom. viii. 
21. Having thus, through the quickening, re- 
generating influence of the Spirit, known a tran- 
sition from the carnal to the spiritual state, or, 
in the language of our Saviour to Nicodcmus, 
being " born again," John iii. 1. or from above, 
he receives spiritual faculties and powers to which 
be was before a stranger; and, persevering in 
faithfulness, experiences a spiritual growth from 
strength to strength — from the child's state to 
that of a young man ; and thence to that of a 
strong man; — nay, to that of a "perfect man," 
Eph. iv. 13, — a "man of God" — "thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works." 2 Tim. iii. 17. 

This was the blessed experience of the truly 
living amongst our predecessors; — men and wo- 
men eminently raised and qualified to lift up 
the standard of Truth and Righteousness. These, 
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through the powerful operation of the quicken inj 
Word, were "baptized into Christ," even ' 
his death," so that, "as Christ was raised frot 
the dead by the glory of the Father," they alst 
were enabled to " walk in newness of life." 
vi. <t. They were " made to drink into one s 
rit," 1 Cor, xii. 13. and thus they became mei 
bers of that mystical body, the Church, of whicl 
Christ Jesus is the Head ; growing up into Him 
and experiencing Him to be made unto them 
"Wisdom, and Righteousness, and Sanctificatioi 
and Redemption." 1 Cor. i. SO. 

This union of the members of the true Cbu 
with Christ the Head, is beautifully set forth I 
our Saviour, when he compares Himself to t 
vine, and his followers to the branches, 
these are supported by the root, receive nourisl 
ment from it, and entirely depend upon it ; 
the living members or the true Church dcp< 
upon Christ, the Head, and derive their life, 
strength, and qualification for service solely from 
Him. For, "as the branch," says our Saviour, 
"cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide i 
the vine, no more can ye, except ye abide i 
Me." John xv. 4. 

Thus it is clear, that, consistently with the 
observation of the apostle, " the natural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, 
for they are foolishness unto him ; neither can he 
know them, because they are snirltyaJA^ 4\brkctv- 
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ed." 1 Cor, ii. 14, Man, therefore, without 
experiencing that change of heart, through the 
Spirit of Christ, expressed by the term, Regene- 
ration, or the new Birth, is wholly a stranger 
to the kingdom of God. This kingdom is of a 
spiritual nature, consisting in "righteousness, 
and peace, and joy, in the Holy Ghost," Rom. 
xiv. I?. — a righteousness begotten in us by and 
through the Spirit of Christ dwelling; in us, 
clothing our spirits with his own robe, and dif- 
fusing, at times, through our whole man, a peace 
and joy which those in the natural state cannot 
even conceive. And our Saviour, in his con- 
ference with Nicouemus, positively declares, that 
" except a man be born again, ho cannot sec the 
kingdom of God." John iii. 3- 

Our predecessors having known this kingdom 
to be come, and liaving, by its power and pre- 
valence in their hearts, experienced an establish- 
ment in sound Christian doctrine and practice, 
it became the concern of that deeply instructed 
and enlightened Elder, George Fox, that they 
might be preserved therein. Ho was, therefore, 
led in the power and Spirit of God, to establish 
Meetings for Discipline. For this purpose In- 
tra veiled through most parts of the nation, and 
wrote epistles, or encouraged friends to go to 
such parts as he did not then visit in person. In 
recording his account of those services, he lias. 
upon oue occasion, the following expressions: 
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" There all the Men's Monthly Meetings for that 
county were settled in the glorious order of the 
gospel ; that all, in tho power of God, might 
seek that which was lost — bring again that which 
was driven away ; cherish the good, and reprove 
tlie evil." This concise and comprehensive state- 
ment combines the principal objects aimed at in 
our Meetings for Discipline, and exhibits the 
foundation upon which they were originally set- 
tled ; the great purposes which they were design- 
ed to answer; and the manner in which they 
sbould be conducted, in order effectually to accom- 
plish these purposes — namely, in the power of God. 

George Fox was also led, under the influence 
of tbe same Spirit and Power by wldcli be bad 
established tbe Men's Meetings for Discipline, 
to establish similar Meetings for tbe Women, 
many things in these meetings being, in his judg- 
ment, more proper for tbe women than the men. 
And deeply sensible of the great advantages likely 
to result from tbis union of their services in the 
church, he was strenuous in encouraging all, 
both men and women, notwithstanding the oppo- 
sition met with from many, to " keep their meet- 
ings in the power of God, the authority of them;" 
whereby they might be preserved both over that 
spirit which opposed them therein, and over the 
spirit of the world which opposed their other 
meetings. 

Now these Meetings being settled. \v\AW. -«Ss*- 
f God, can. Aie ^to" 1 
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tained only by tlie same power by which they 
were first established ; they should be held in his 
Name — in his jxiwer and authority. Tho mem- 
bers active in the soppport of tho Discipline of 
the Churoh, should bo "men of upright hearts 
and clean hands, rightly prepared for the service 
they undertake."* And as the light ability for 
such service is not always present, nor at the 
command even of minds that have been previous- 
ly made acquainted with the operations of the 
Spirit, and its blessed effects in the heart, they 
should " wait in humility to have their own spi- 
rits brought into a holy subjection to the Spirit of 
Christ, that thereby they may be duly qualified 
for the work and service conducive to the build- 
ing up of his churcb."t 

This preparation of heart for the Lord's ser- 
vice, will appear the more necessary, when we 
consider that He is purity itself, and infinite in 
wisdom; and all who approach Him must, in 
degree at least, partake of this purity : " Be ye 
holy, for I the Lord your God, am holy," 1 
Peter i. 16. "The carnal mind," we are assu- 
red, "is enmity against God;" Rom. viii. 7. 
those therefore in whom it predominates, cannot 
be acceptable to Him. Their minds are actuated 
by principles which are in direct opposition to 
Him, and lead to a conduct that would, ifpos- 



• See •• Book of Extracb.," Discipline, No. 13. 
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sible, entire! j- subvert his kingdom. This king- 
dom is spiritual, and the faculties requisite for 
its support, must, iu accordance with the senti- 
ments of the apostle, be also spiritual: "Bre- 
thren," sail.] i lie in his Epistle to the Galatians, 
" if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye who arc spi- 
ritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meek- 
ness." Gal. Si. 1. 

The carnal and the unvegenerate know not the 
nature of the kingdom of God, because, persist- 
ing to refuse obedieuee to bis holy Light, they 
are strangers to his power inwardly revealed, and 
therefore cannot act in his name or power. To 
such, then, iu so unqualified an interference, 
might not the language be applicable, " Who 
has required tbis at your hand?" Isaiah, i. IS. 
But if this power were prevalent, the members 
active in the support of our discipline, having 
been baptized through the one spirit into the one 
body, would be careful to keep a single eye to 
the Head, Christ Jesus — would move and act 
solely under his influence, and thus preserve 
their places in the church, in the dignity and au- 
thority of Truth. 

In cases which admit of being contemplated 
in various lights, it may happen, that, from the 
different views which friends take of them, a di- 
versity of sentiment may appear ; yet tbis diver- 
sity, though at first apparently in opposition, 
may eventually, by hriuging the subject in all vta. 
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bearings fully before friends, beautifully conduce 
to lead tbe meeting to a right and harmonious 
conclusion. For, each member being preserved 
in bis proper place, meek and lowly, separate 
from all selfish considerations, and solely desi- 
rous that the cause of Truth and Righteousness 
may prevail, ho would have no desire to press 
his sentiments upon the meeting further than is 
consistent with the will of the Great Master ; 
but, having clearly expressed his feelings upon 
the subject in question, be would then leave them, 
studying to avoid even the appearance of strife or 
vain glory ; and cherishing that disposition which 
would lead him to prefer others before himself. 

And thus, as a real travail of spirit is main- 
tained for the prevalence of Divine life and pow- 
er amongst them, and friends wait iu simplicity 
for tho unfoldings of that wisdom which is from 
above, they may humbly hope, that He who has 
promised to be with his disciples to the end of 
the world, will condescend, on these occasions, 
to manifest his will, to bis own glory, and tbe 
edification of tbe church. If, however, in in- 
scrutable wisdom, this evidence is for a while 
withheld, then faith and patience are called into 
exercise, and, in such cases, it is undoubtedly 
safest to stand still, and refer the subject for 
further consideration. These seasons of suspense 
may, like every other trial, if rightly improved, 
serve to convince us of our utter inability of our- 
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selves to decide, and that the judgment isqfti 
Lord. They conduce] in a remarkable maimer 
to humble and mortify the creaturely part in i 
and in the same proportion to exalt the Nam 
the power and the authority of Christ. 

We may remember the manner in which 
conference of the Apostles, the Elders, and tin 
whole Church, was conducted, when they \ 
assembled at Jerusalem, to consider the questioi 
of circumcising the Gun tiles, and commanding 
them to keep the law of Moses. In this confe- 
rence a very considerable difference of sen timer 
appears to have prevailed ; they were, howcvei 
eventually enabled harmoniously to unite in th« 
proposition of that emiuetit servant, James; and 
iu their cpistlo to the church at Antioeh, written 
upon this occasion, to adopt this expression : " It 
hath seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us," 
&c. Acts xv. 28. thus declaring their power and 
authority in deciding this important point, to be 
on the very ground for which the Author con- 
tends — that of the Holy Spirit, as the only sure 
and certain ground of judgment in the Church, 
in the present spiritual dispensation. 

If then, consistently with the example here 
exhibited, all our members active in the disci- 
pline of the church, had previously experienced 
the Lord's preparing hand for service, and were 
preserved in their proper places, diligently la- 
bouring to contribute their portion of exercise 
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and travail for the arising of the pure life into 
dominion in these meetings, all would be careful 
to "walk by the same rule;" Phil. iii. 16. and 
the affairs of the church would be conducted to 
the glory of Christ, and to the edification of the 
body in love. 

It may, perhaps, be objected by some, that 
this preparation for service, by submission to the 
sanctifying operation of the Spirit, can apply 
only to ministerial labour, and not to the manner 
of transacting the usual discipline of the church. 
Wc should, however, bear in mind that the great 
object of these meetings, is "to build up the 
church of God," and thereby to promote the ex- 
tension of his kingdom. This has been shown 
to be spiritual; and therefore all the wisdom of 
the natural man, however eminent and refined, 
unaided by the Divine Spirit, is wholly unequal to 
the work. The Creator and Governor of the world 
has endowed mankind with various talents and 
powers, to answer the wise ends of his provi- 
dence ; and persons of eminent abilities are capa- 
ble of extensive usefulness amongst men. But 
in order to promote the spiritual kingdom of God, 
and to build up his churcb, these abilities, whe- 
ther natural or acquired, must be sanctified by 
Diviue Grace. Thus subservient to the Holy 
Spirit, and devoted to the cause of piety and vir- 
tue, they become of distinguished use in promo- 
ting the good of men, the glory of God, and the 
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prosperity of his church. Whatever labours 
therefore, for this purpose, are to be performed, 
the right ability is to be derived from the Spirit: 
" It is the Spirit that quickencth, the flesh profi- 
teth nothing." John vi. 63. And whatever di- 
versities of gifts may be conferred upon the 
church, in order most effectually to accomplish 
this great work, they all proceed from "the self 
same Spirit, dividing to every man severally as 
lie will;" 1 Cor. xii. 11. and upon all occasions 
proportioning, in wisdom, the measure of power 
to the nature and importance of the service re- 
quired. 

And, blessed be the name of the Lord ! He 
has not, even in this day, wholly withdrawn his 
good Spirit from being thus "a spirit of judg- 
ment to them who sit in judgment," Isaiah 
xxviii. 6. as they are attentive, in humility of 
heart, and under a sense of their insufficiency of 
themselves for any good work, to look unto Him 
for the needful supplies of wisdom and know- 
ledge. No, He is at times still pleased, through 
bis humble, dependent children, graciously to 
communicate bis will to us; and He would, no 
doubt, much more frequently display his power 
and goodness in our assemblies ; were we more 
alive in our spirits — more engaged to press after 
the arising of his Name into dominion iu them, 
by each one bowing to the root of life in himself, 
and earnestly wrestling for the blcs&vn^ <A W%.- 



GROUND OF 



But if, in the place of tbis bumble reliance 
upon the great Source of wisdom, any one who 
had not experienced the .right preparation for 
service, should attempt, in the strength of his 
natural or acquired abilities, to forward the work 
as be might suppose, his exertions would be a 
burden to the rightly exercised, living members ; 
and, instead of contributing to the edification of 
the body, would serve only to " darken counsel," 
and bring death over the meeting. Such as thus 
officiously interfere) or intrude into services not 
required at their hands, would do well seriously 
to consider the awful consequence which resulted 
to Uzzah, from his presuming, unbidden, " to 
put forth his hand to hold the ark," when the 
oxen stumbled. 1 Chron. xiii. 9. 

As the writings of our early friends uniformly 
concur in maintaining the necessity of waiting 
for tbis pure heavenly wisdom, in order to qua- 
lify an individual or a meeting to act consistently 
with the principles we profess, it might not be 
improper, upon this occasion, to bring inlo view 
the particular sentiments of different friends, all 
tending to confirm the preceding remarks. The 
limits, however, prescribed to these observations, 
will not admit of many extracts. The following 
from an epistle of that valuable Minister and £1* 
dcr, Charles Marshall, is peculiarly apposite: 
at not about the affairs of Truth without some 
tellngand helping of it (the pure heavenly wis- 
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dom.) For this I have seen ; no parts or ae- 

* 

quirements whatever, without the guiding, coun- 
selling, instructing wisdom of the Lord, will 
carry on truly, or effect rightly, the affairs of 
Truth, although it be in outward things. And 
my heavenly Father whom I have loved and 
feared from very tender years, has shown me, 
that in the sensual wisdom stands the strife, and 
out of that ground arise the exaltedness, haste, 
rashness, schisms, rents, and sects, &c,"* 

In confirmation of this expressive extract, I 
may add a recommendation of the Yearly Meet* 
ing in London, by its Epistle in the Year 1706? 
"And, dear friends and brethren, in the name and 
power of our Lord Jesus Christ, keep all your 
meetings entirely, both those for his divine wor- 
ship, and those for good order and discipline in the 
church, which Divine power we all ought to wait 
to feel, to prepare and sanctify our minds and spi- 
rits, that we may be duly qualified for our share 
and part of our service therein. And in the same 
heavenly power and dominion, labour to keep 

* The works of I. Penington, passim, point out the necessity 
of Divine Wisdom for the due performance of religions services 
See also Barclay's Treatise on Christian Discipline, originally 
entitled, "The Anarchy of the Ranters:" also the chapter on 
this subject in Griffith's Remarks ; and a variety of observa- 
tions interspersed throughout his Journal ; also the Journals of 
John Churchman, John Woolman, Thomas Wilson, Job Scott, 
&c. and particularly John Woolman's Epistle to Quarterly and 
Monthly Meetings. 
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out strife awl contention, and stand over all fro- 
ward and contentious spirits, not in your own, 
hut in the meek spirit of the Lamh of God."* 

In perfect unison with this, is also the follow- 
ing advice of the Yearly Meeting held in Dublin 
1814 : " Dear Friends, in the words of an eminent 
servant of the Lord, "Keepall your meetings in 
the power of God." Feel after, wait for, the 
arising of his power in all your meetings, both 
for worship and discipline. In conducting the 
weighty affairs of the church, let us not rest sa- 
tisfied with an acquaintance with the letter, but 
seek for that life and power which only can qua- 
lify us for rightly supporting our Christian Dis- 
cipline, either in our meetings, or in our more 
private labours with our friends : remembering 
that " except the Lord build the house, they la- 
bour in vain that build it; except the Lord keep 
the city, the watchman wakctli but in vain." 
Psalm exxvii. 1. 

From the preceding observations it appears 
that agreeably to the standard held up by our 
worthy predecessors, it was essentially requisite 
that those who undertook to be active in the ex- 
ercise of the discipline established amongst them, 
should have previously experienced the right 
preparation for service by submission to the sanc- 
tifying influence of the Holy Spirit. And as the 
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greatest human abilities, whether natural or 
quired, were found insufficient of themselves 
the work, they were, in addition to this fum 
mental experience, to " wait for, and depend u 
the wisdom and power of God, for coudscI ai 
direction," and in their various services to nr 
■index the leadings of his Spirit, 

This standard, thus held up, has continued 
along unchanged, and still remains to he the 
standard round which we ought to gather 
present day. To be assured of this point, 
need only advert to the many concurring ti 
monies of friends of established character, instri 
accordance with the various advices which have, 
from time to time, been issued by the body. 
May all, then, to whom the cause of truth is 
precious, be encouraged to gather to it, and la- 
bour to maintain upon its original basis that dis- 
cipline, which, founded " in the wisdom and 
power of God," would, if thus rightly maintain- 
ed, preserve us a people to his praise ! 

For many years after the establishment 
Meetings for discipline, they were restricted 
such as by their religious attainments might be 
considered as fathers and mothers — such as bad 
in their own living experience, known those bap- 
tismal preparations, by which they were rightly 
qualified to administer counsel and encourage- 
ment to others. From a desire, however, that 
the youth, and those of less growlls 
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experience, might not lose the benefits to he de- 
rived from the attendance of these meetings, they 
were in process of time open to all other mem- 
bers of the Society; not, it is apprehended, in 
the expectation that these should immediately, 
whether thus qualified or not, take an active 
part in their transactions, but that they might 
enjoy those opportunities of improvement, which 
such meetings, when conducted under the right 
authority, are well calculated to afford. Through 
the goodness and mercy of our Heavenly Father, 
they have been, and still are favoured at timed 
with the overshadowing wing of the Divine pre- 
sence ; and to the humble, attentive mind, de- 
sirous to be taught, they are then, in an especial 
manner, seasons of deep and heart-felt instruction. 
In those favoured seasons young persons have, 
no doubt, many opportunities of obtaining much 
instruction ; and by rightly improving them, may 
e to know a preparation for service, and in 
due time receive ability to supply the places of 
their elder brethren and sisters, removed from 
works to rewards. Thus, by a proper exercise 
of spirit, these in concert, with their more ad- 
vanced friends, may contribute according to their 
sure, towards raising into dominion that life 
which is the crown of our assemblies ; participate 
in the enjoyment resulting from its presence: 
and assist, in no inconsiderable decree, in pru- 
motine the edification of the body. 
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These meetings are also, it. must be allowed 
from the many deficiencies amongst us which a: 
there brought under consideration, frequently 
seasons of deep suffering to the faithful; yet it ii 
cause of thank fulness to these, that even i 
sufferings, they are favoured to feel a degree i 
holy assurance, that they are therein united t 
the living body of which Christ Jesus is the Head 
and this assurance begotten in them by the pow 
of God, is ail unspeakable support to them u 
every trial. 

It is, however, to be feared that many are to b 
found within our borders, who, instead of c 
tributing to the circulation of life in our mw 
bags, are as weights and burdens. These, 
willing to submit to the restraining influence • 
the Spirit, and desirous to preserve their fanci 
iudependence, are led, through the subtlety ■ 
Satan, to call iu question the existence of a I 
vine communication to tho mmd. Thus doubt 
are excited ; and these onco admitted, tend, 
proportion to the indulgence they receive, | 
dually to close that eye which cau alone enal 
them to see their real situation, and eventiu 
so to darken the understanding, that, lost to i 
religious sensibility, they become "like the lies 
in the desert, and sec not when good comctl. 
Jer. svii. 6, 

What a distressing prospect does the defectio 
which is to be observed on the part of i 
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who ought to be coming forward as standard- 
bearers amongst us, present to the spiritually 
feeling mind ! Where shall we look for a succcs* 
sion of labourers in defence of the noble cause of 
Truth — a cause for which many of our ancestors 
sacrificed all that was dear to them in this life — 
if those who are favoured with every advantage 
to qualify them to step into the places of their 
elder brethren and sisters withdrawn from the 
labour of the militant Church, desert their pro- 
per posts, and basely suffer that standard which 
their predecessors had nobly erected, to tall into 
the hands of the enemy ? Let this consideration 
excite you, my dear friends, who see the state 
of things, and bear the burden of this eventful 
day, earnestly to seek to dwell near to the Foun- 
tain of all -sufficiency, Christ Jesus, " in whom 
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and know- 
ledge." Col. ii. 3. Here you will experience 
preservation ; and hence you will derive ability 
to encounter whatever opposition you may meet 
with from a contrary spirit prevailing in the 
hearts of those, who have not been willing to 
submit to the preparing, sanctifying power of the 
Spirit of Christ. Greater is He that is in you, 
than he that ruleth in the li carts of the children 
of disobedience. Fear not therefore, " be strong 
in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Take 
unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may 
be ;ible to withstand in the evil day, and having 
done alt, to stand." Epnes.vi. VQ, 13. 
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. As you . are preserved here, watchful against 
the many wiles of the- enemy, faithful to the 
various duties of your station, and, like good 
soldiers inured to hardness, patient in bearing 
every trial — every dispensation allotted by Infi- 
nite Wisdom, for your own increased refinement, 
or for .the edification of the body, you will more 
and more experience a union with Christ in spi- 
rit ; and though it be your lot to know " the fel- 
lowship of bis sufferings," Phil. iii. 10. you will 
also " know, the power of his resurrection," Phil, 
iii. 10. and partake of that consolation which 
aboundeth by Him. Thus as you advance in 
years, you will have the satisfaction to reflect 
that you have done what you could; — you will be 
enabled to acknowledge tvith the Apostle : " Our 
rejoicing is this, the testimony of our conscience 
that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with 
fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, we 
have had our conversation in tHl world ;" 2 Cor. 
i. 12. and at the close of your labours,, mercifully 
" know an entrance ministered unto you abun- 
dantly, into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord 
and Saviour, Jesus Christ." 2 Pet. i. 11. 

And now, ye little humble, ones who have 
known, in some measure, the preparing hand of 
the Lord for service in his church — you in whose 
eyes He. has tarnished the glory of the present 
world, to whom He has unfolded the beauties of 
bis new creation, and. whom He has draww Vs*| 
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the pure influence of divine love, to love Him- 
self" above all ; O, how I long for your preserva- 
tion in simple, child-like obedience, and increased 
dedication to the cause of truth and righteousness ! 
Be assured, my dear friends, that the preceding 
remarks are by no means designed to discourage 
the techiest efforts of the least child of the king- 
dom, who, in obedience to the gentle intimations 
of tho Master, is drawn in diffidence to offer a 
sentiment in our meetings for discipline. Such 
communications, proceeding from the pure life, 
will no doubt be received with acceptance, and 
gradually introduce you to more enlarged services 
in the church. Your elder brethren will rejoice 
in the prospect of such a succession of labourers 
in the vineyard, and hold out to you the inviting 
language: Come and have fellowship with us, 
for " truly our fellowship is with the Father, and 
with bis Son Jesus Christ." 1 John i. 3. 

In this fellowship — this heavenly communion 
of spirit, you will feel an enlivening and ani- 
mating support, and he increasingly encouraged 
to devote yourselves, oven without reserve, to 
tbe most honourable cause of the best of Masters. 
And though the prospect before you may be dis- 
couraging, so much so that at times you may be 
almost ready to shrink from the service, yet " fear 
not, little flock, it is your Father's good pleasure 
to give you the kingdom." Luke. xii. 32. The 
smooth. stones which are gathered in faith from 



CHRISTIAN DISCIPLINE. 2T 

the brook in tile valley of humiliation, and cast 
" in the name of the Lord of Hosts, the God of 
the armies of Israel," 1 Sam. xvii. 45. continue 
to be effectual against the Golialhs, to the pre- 
sent day. Trust only in the Lord, and attempt 
not to go forth in any thing like Saul's armour 
— in the strength of your natural powers as men. 
Seek to have your habitation in the light, watch- 
ing daily at wisdom's gates, and you will be en- 
abled to judge soundly of what is offered by 
others, see clearly what is required of yourselves, 
and receive ability to perform it, to your own 
comfort, and to the glory of the great Head of 
the church. Thus you will experience a grow- 
ing up into Him in all things ; and, by an honest, 
steady dedication of heart to his cause, be instru- 
mental in your day, in hastening that period 
when Zi on shall be justly called, " The perfec- 
tion of beauty" — "The joy of the whole earth." 
Lara. ii. 15. 

Before I conclude my observations on the sub- 
ject of this little work, it may not be improper 
to make a few additional remarks, which appear 
to be important, and which may possibly tend to 
remove difficulties and objections from the minds 
of some of my readers, and afford a degree of 
encouragement to others. 

It is indeed, as has been already shown, an 
indubitable and momentous truth, that, in reli- 
gious matters, we can do nothing that n fe*&) 
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good, and acceptable to our Heavenly Father, 
without the influence and assistance of the Holy 
Spirit. .The degrees of this influence are doubt- 
less variously distributed to his children and peo- 
ple) to answer his wise and gracious designs in the 
church. What portion of this sacred influence, 
will be sufficient to authorize or require any in- 
dividual member of the Society to take an active 
part iu promoting the discipline, it becomes not 
me to particularize aud determine. But we may 
rest assured that he who possesses an honest, hum- 
ble, and upright mind, who cherishes in his 
breast the love of God and the Jove of men, and 
who feels solicitous for the true interest of bis 
fellow- members, and for the advancement of a 
wholesome discipline amongst them ; will seldom 
or never be at n loss to discern, when he is war- 
ranted or required to speak or act for the promo- 
tion of a cause which he has so much at heart. 
Is there not rather reason to believe that, in an 
affair of so much moment, his Heavenly Father 
will not only give him clearly to 6cc what is re- 
quired of hhn, but that He will also furnish the 
ability to attend to the holy requisition, with an 
encouraging evidence of peace i 

On the other hand I think it may he safely pro- 
nounced, without any breach of charity, that 
the Individuals who do not sincerely press after 
the attainment of these holy and heavenly tcm- 
jtere, evinced, by a consistent life and eonversa- 
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lion, and who do not feel themselves sincerely 
concerned for the religious welfare of our Society, 
and the members who compose it, are not rightly 
qualified to assist in promoting the discipline of 
the church, whatever may be their talents and 
qualifications for advancing the civil or general 
interests of society at large. 

Of these friends, however, a hope may be in* 
dulged, that having been educated in the Society, 
and having seen the good works and examples of 
others, and considered the sound principles from 
which those works proceeded, they may, in due 
time, be induced to "go and do likewise;" Luke 
x. 37. — to seek for ability rightly to advocate the 
cause of truth and righteousness, by a patient 
submission to the preparing, qualifying influence 
of the Holy Spirit ; and thus in true simplicity 
of heart, and pious dedication of their talents and 
advantages, may be happily enabled to glorify 
their Father who is in heaven. 

These to whom I have been alluding, in tak- 
ing a review of years that are past, may have to 
recollect repeated invitations of Divine Love, 
which they have unhappily suffered to remain 
unregarded, some even to a late hour of their day. 
May they, however, be encouraged to accept the 
offers of Divine Goodness, and earnestly seek for 
reconciliation, whilst their day of mercy is, in 
inexpressible loving-kindness, lengthened out! 
To those who shall have been thus (aKQwt«& \& 
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! their situation, and careful, by submission 
to the power of Truth revealed within, to avail 
themselves of this continued forbearance of their 
Heavenly Father, the truly living amongst us 
will cordially give " the right hands of fellowship," 
Gal. ii. 9, and rejoice with them in their eman- 
cipation from that state of subserviency to the 
world and its spirit, in which they had been held. 
Thus a harmonious co-operation of the differ- 
ent classes amongst ns would prevail, and with- 
out doubt be attended with blessed effects. The 
ciders would be animated to persevere with ia- 
ised alacrity in their labours of love ; — the 
youth would be encouraged to imitate their bright 

ind cheering example; and all would happily 
concur in promoting npon earth the kingdom of 
God and his Christ — in accelerating the day 
wben "from the rising of the sun even to the 
going down of the same, the Name of the Lord 
will bo great among the Gentiles; and in every 
place incense will be offered to his Name, and a 

pure offering," Mai. i. 11. 
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The following Selections from Authors of established charac- 
ter and reputation, in addition to those which have been already 
given, will not, it is apprehended, stand in need of any apology. 
They clearly exhibit the fundamental principle upon which the 
Discipline of our Society was originally established — the wisdom 
and power of Gods and cannot but be truly interesting to all 
who are desirous that a sound discipline should be preserved 
amongst us. When we consider the importance of its proper sup- 
port, and the propensities of our nature to slide even from what 
we have been abundantly convinced is right, occasional me- 
mentos of this sort may not be without 'their use. 
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No. 1. " At Loveday Hambley's (in Cornwall) 
we had a general meeting for all the county, in 
which the Monthly Meetings were settled in the 
Lord's power, and in the blessed order of the 
gospel ; that all who were faithful might admonish 
and exhort such as walked not according to the 
gospel ; that so the house of God might be kept clean, 
and righteousness might run down, and all un* 
righteousness be swept away," 

Journal, p. 398. — 1668. 



No. 2. Thus were the Men's Monthly Meet- 
ings settled through the nation. And the Quar- 
terly Meetings were generally settled before. I 
writ also into Ireland by faithful friends, and> 
into Scotland, Holland, Barbadoes, and other 
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parts of America, advising friends to settle their 
Men's Monthly Meetings in those countries also. 
And since the time these meetings hare been set- 
tled, that all the faithful in the power of God, 
who be heirs of the gospel, have met together in 
thepower of God, which is the authority of them, 
to perform service to the Lord therein, many 
months have been opened in thanksgivings and 
praise, and many have blessed the Lord God, 
that ever he did send me forth in this service, 
yea, with tears have they praised the Lord." 
Journal, p. 400.^-1668. 



No. 3. " And as I had been moved of the Lord, 
to travel in his power round about this nation, and 
in other parts, to preach the everlasting Gospel 
and to declare the Word of Life wnich was in the 
beginning, through many imprisonments, hard- 
ships, sufferings, and trials; so 1 was afterwards 
moved to travel in the same heavenly power about 
the nation again, (and to write to such places 
where I came not,) to recommend unto friends 
the setting up of the Quarterly and Monthly Meet- 
ings in all countries, for the looking after the 
poor, and taking care for orderly proceedings in 
marriage, and other matters relating to the 
church of Christ. — And after this also, Truth 
-.till spreading further over the nation, and 
■mis increasing in number, I was moved by 
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the same Eternal Power, to recommend the get* 
ting up of Women's Meetings also, that all, both 
male and female, that had received the Gospel* 
tlje Word of Eternal Life, might come into the 
order of the Gospel, brought forth by the power 
qf God, and might act for God in the. power and 
therein do business and service for Him in hie 
church. 

" All the faithful must labour in God's vineyard, 
they being his hired servants, and He having 
given them the earnest of his Spirit. For a mas* 
ter that hires a servant, and gives him the ear- 
nest of his hire, expects he shall do his work, 
after he knows his will, iu the outward creation ; 
so all God's people that be of the new creation, 
and have received the earnest of his Spirit, ought 
to labour with, by, and in his Spirit, power 9 and 
grace, and faith in the Light, in God's vineyard, 
that they, may have their wages, every one, male 
and female, when they have done God's work 
and business in his day, which is Eternal Life. 
But none can labour in his vineyard, and do hU 
work and his will, but as they walk in the Heavenly 
Divine Light, Grace, and Spirit qf Christ." 

Journal, p. 492. — 1676. . 



No. 4. *« Keep all your Meetings in the Name qf 
the Lord Jesus, that be gathered in his name, by 
his Light, grace, Truth* Power, and S^ltvV, V^ 
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wbich you will feel his blessed and re freshing 
resence among you, and in you, to your r 
Fort and God'a glory. 

"And now, all Friends, all your Meetings, 
both Men's and Women's Monthly and Quarterly 
md Yearly, &o. were set up by the Power and 
ipirit and Wisdom of God ; and in them you do 
now that you have felt both his power, andspi- 
1 wisdom, and blessed refreshing presence 
among you, and in you, to his praise and glory, 
and your comfort ; so that you have been a city 
set on a hill that cannot be hid." 

Epistle, left sealed up at Ids decease, 1 6 
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No. 5. "It is the holy will and pleasui 
the great God, that his church should be governed 
by his Holy Sjiirit and jiower revealed in it. God 
is the God of order, and not of confusion, and 
He would have every thing in the rigid and holy 
order every where, especially in his church. He 
has given a measure of his good Spirit to every 
man, and he would have every man governed 
thereby: and ho hath given more of his good spirit 

i holy power to his church than to any parti- 
; and he would have his church governed 



ISAAC PENINGTON. 37 

thereby." " A church is a gathering in the name 
power, and authority of the Most High, and Christ, 
to whom God gave all power in heaven and earth, 
is in them and with them. God knows they can do 
nothing without his power ; and He is faithful 
who hath appointed them to meet together in his 
Name, and will not fail them. 

" The Church is a body ; every particular soul 
that is renewed, quickened, and. kept alive, is a 
member. Now every member needs the pre- 
sence and power of that Spirit which quickened 
it, to nourish, keep alive, and order it. And the 
Church hath much more need of the Spirit to be 
present with it, to guide and order it, and to keep 
it in the holy order, power, and government of Life* 
And this order and holy government in the spirit 
and power of the Lord, was brought forth in the 
Apostles' days." 

" The Church is a spiritual body, and is to take 
care of her members, to look after tbem that they 
mind the Truth, and walk according, to Truth, 
and to admonish and reprove them when they do 
otherwise. Every Member hath need of the Light, 
Spirit, and Power which God gives his Church, 
and reveals in his Church, for the good of the body, 
and the benefit and advantage of each member 
therein." 

Considerations of Church Government. 
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No. 6. And all you, dear Friends, upon whom 
the Lord hath laid a care for his honour and for 
the prosperity of the Truth, and gathered you 
into the good order of the Gospel, to meet toge- 
ther to manage the aifairs thereof; take heed that 
ye have a single eye to the Lord, to do Hie Lord's 
business in theleadings of his Spirit, which is but 
one, and brings all that are given up to be go- 
verned by it, to be of one mind and heart, at 
least, in the general purpose and service of those 
meetings ; although, through the diversity of 
rcises, and the several degrees of growth among 
the brethren, every one may not see or under- 
stand alike in every matter, at the first propound- 
ing of it: yet this makes no breach of the unity, 
nor hinders the brotherly kindness, but puts you 
often upon an exercise, and an inward travailing, 
to feel the pure, peaceable wisdom that is from above 
to open among you; and everyone's ear is open to 
it, in whomsoever it speaks ; and thereby asenso 
of life is given in the meeting, to which all that 
are of a simple and tender mind, join and agree." 

Epistle of Tender Love, gw. 1690. p. 529 of Hit 
Life and Works, ito. 
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No. 7. " The Lord Jesus Christ, who is the 
Head of the Body, the Church, (for the Church 
is the body of Christ, and the saints are the se- 
veral members of that body,) knowing, in his in- 
finite wisdom, what was needful for the good or- 
dering and disposing [of] all things in their pro- 
per place, and for preserving and keeping all in 
their right station, did, in the dispensation and 
communication of his Holy Spirit, minister unto 
every member a measure of the same spirit, yet 
diverse, according to operation, for the edifica- 
tion of the body : some Apostles, some Teach- 
ers, some Pastors, some Elders. There are old 
men; there are young men; there are babes. 
For all are not apostles, neither are all elders, 
neither are all babes ; yet are all members : and 
as such, all have a sense and feeling of the life of 
the body, which from the Head flows unto all 
the body, as the ointment of Aaron's beard unto 
the skirts of his garment." 

Anarchy of the Ranters, p. 3. 



No. 8. "The Apostle Paul defines the Church 
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in his salutation to the Corinthians, 1 Cor. i. 3. 

' Unto the church of God which is at Corintli, 

tficin that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called 

! saints.' So the Church is such as 'are 

notified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints. : 

Anarchy, 



nder- 



No. 9. " By the Church of Christ, I un 

stand all those that truly and really have 

ccived and hold the Truth as it is in Jesus, and 

measure sanctified, or sanctifying in and 

ly the power and virtue thereof, working in 

ieir inward parts." 

Anarchy, p. 1 \ 
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No. !0. "In these solemn assemblies for the 

Church's service, there is no one presides among 

[hem after the manner of the assemblies of other 

wople : — Christ only being their President, as lie 

serf to appear in life ami wisdom in any one 

e of them, to whom, whatever bo their oa- 

cityor degree, the rest adhere with a firm unity, 

t of authority, but conviction, which is the Di- 

. niitlifhiij and way of Christ's Power and 
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Spirit in his people, making good his blessed 
promise that he would be in the midst of his, 
where and whenever they were met together in 
his Name, even to the end of the world." 

Rise and Progress. 
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No. 11. " And as the Lord's Power and wisdom 
have been and are the authority of your meetings 
concerned in the Church's affairs, namely, both 
those of the faithful men, and those of the faith" 
Jul women : do you all humbly wait to feel the same, 
and be in subjection to the same blessed power, in 
the holy fear of Almighty God ; that his Holy 
Spirit and Power may sanctify and overshadow 
all your assemblies, to his praise, and your great 
consolation in our Lord Jesus Christ." 

Epistle of True Christian Love, 1707. 
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No. 12. " It is no small charge that the Lord 
commits to the care of the Men's and Women's 
Meetings, the care of his flocks, the preservalvysv 
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of the testimony of Truth, and the honour of his 
great and worthy Name : ho that it is of absolute 
necessity for all the members, both male and fe- 
male, to know their election, and in what it 
stands, and in what authority they sit in these 
meetings; for the service thereof must be per- 
formed hi the wisdom and counsel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and in the authority of his blessed 
Spirit and Power. For the things of God kuow- 
eth no man, but the Spirit of God, in which the 
election stands ; and this is that which fits and 
abilitates for the Lord's service in his Church, 
as He hath appointed every one to his service 
and office. And we know that our Men and 
Women's Meetings for the Lord's service in his 
Church were ordained of God, and settled among 
us iu the authority and by the assistance of his 
blessed Spirit and Power, and committed to the 
trust and care of faithful men and faithful wojnen, 
U> keep them up in the Spirit and Power of God, 
in which they were set up." 

Epistle concerning Men and IVomen's Meetings. 
1708. 
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No. 13. u It is a principle of belief with them, 
[Friends,] that tender the influence qf the Holy 
Spirit this Discipline was originally established, 
and that the same Divine Influence is the requisite 
qualification for conducting it with propriety to edi- 
fication, as well as for the work of the ministry, 
and every other service of the Church" 

History of Friends, Vol. 2 9 p. 167. 
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No. 14. " I loved to attend religions meetings, 
especially those for Discipline. And it was clearly 
shown me that all who attend those meetings should 
inwardly wait, in great awfidness, to know the im- 
mediate presence of Christ, the Head qf the Church, 
to give them an understanding what their several 
services are, and for ability to answer the requirings 
qf Truth ; for it is by the Light and Spirit there- 
of, that the Lord's work is done with acceptance." 

Journal, p. 14. 
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No. 15. "To be capable. of acting rightly in 
,the Discipline of the Church, man must be born 
of the Spirit, or from above, and receive a quali- 
fication from the Holy Ghost for that work." 

Remarks, p. 87. 



No. 16. " All the power and wisdom of man, 
till it be subjected, sanctified, and properly in- 
fluenced by a supernatural "principle, is wholly 
excluded from, and shut out of the Church of God." 

Remarks, p. 93. 



No. 17. "Theonly way to preserve the strength, 
glory, and dignity of a religious society, is for all 
who undertake to be active in it, certainly to Jed 
the Lord leading and directing them in all their ser- 
vices; and, on the other hand, the sure way to 
desolation is, when the active members in religious 
things, move therein by the strength of human abili- 
ties only." 

Journal, p. 194. 
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No. 18. " Now as my mind has been exercised 
before the Lord, I have seen that the Discipline 
of the Church of Christ standeth in that which is 
pure, that it is the Wisdom from above which gives 
authority to Discipline, and that the weightiness 
thereof standeth not in any outward circumstances, 
but in the authority of Christ, who is the Author 
of it." 



No. 19. " The alone way to }>e useful in the 
Church of Christ, is to abide faithfully under the 
leadings of his Holy Spirit in all cases, and being 
preserved thereby in purity of heart and holiness 
of conversation, a testimony to the purity of his 
government may be held forth through us to 
others." 



No. 20. " How necessary is it that we who pro- 
fess these principles, and are outwardly active in 
supporting them, should faithfully abide in Divine 
strength, that ' as He who hath called us, is holy, 
so we may be holy in all manner of conversation.' 
1 Peter i. 15." 

Epistle to Quarterly and monthly Meetings. 

FINIS. 
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